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Sample Issue 1

Underline the main thesis of the argument.  What is the conclusion that the author is coming to?

Corporate managers are always interested in techniques for increasing the productivity of their workers. One interesting suggestion made by productivity consultants is to pipe music into the work area. Several recent studies have explored the extent to which different types of music affect workers' output. The primary hypothesis examined in the studies was that soft-rock music would prove the greatest aid to productivity. The research has found almost universally that country and western music is the greatest inducement to efficiency. Therefore, corporate officials should seriously consider playing country and western music as a stimulus to worker productivity.
In a brief sentence, describe the underlying issue at work here.

Sample Issue 2

Underline the main thesis of the argument.  What is the conclusion that the author is coming to?

For a better college learning environment, all classes should begin in the afternoon. Most students try to schedule afternoon or evening classes anyway; you rarely hear of a student who is upset at being closed out of the 8 a.m. section of a class. Also, experts say that students who are alert learn more and learn more quickly. For example, at Southern State University, one group of students took an 8 a.m. psychology course from Dr. Miller while another group took the same course from Dr. Miller at 2 p.m. The students in the afternoon course had slightly higher averages than those in the morning class. Changing the starting time for classes at universities to the afternoon will help students.

In a brief sentence, describe the underlying issue at work here.

