Who are you … on the internet?
Objectives

· make students aware of privacy issues on the web

· help students make better choices about sharing information and in interacting with others on the web

· have students think through their online behaviors in the same way that they may think about their live behavior.

This exercise will have you explore your internet personae.   Many of us have virtual presences in one or more internet site.  In some cases we are who we say we are…in others, we make up who we are.

Of concern is the public nature of internet sites and resources.  What information have you been willing to share, either in fact or in fiction?  And what does the person that you share look like to others?

Project detail

1. You will be compiling an “internet inventory” of places that you go to on the internet or places where you have a presence.  You will look at the individual items that you have shared (real name, user name, personal data, musings, pictures) and compile a listing of all such data. See worksheet on page 2, but feel free to adapt to what you find.  To find all of your info:

a. Look for all the places that you maintain a web presence.  Do not worry about e-commerce sites, but pay particular attention to social sites (such as facebook and myspace) and gaming sites.

b. Pay attention to IM and Face book.  What personal information are you putting in your profile?  For IM, what away messages do you use?  Provide some examples.
c. What blogs do you contribute to?  Look for pieces of information that you find there.

d. Auto-Google yourself.  You may find web sites where you are mentioned without your knowledge.

e. What chat rooms do you frequent?  What information is contained in your profile for those sites?

2. Looking at the inventory, you will construct two stories about the person that you see.  What can you tell about the person from the presence that you choose to share?  If there are distinct personalities based on the sites, you may choose to write a two part story…one for the “real” you and one for the virtual “fake” you.
inventory for:  ________________________________________________________

Inventory – use one table for each site
	URL (or tool name, like AIM): 
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	Description
	Real or Fake ?
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