Project 1 – History of Computing 

Due – Submitted to the Blackboard Assignment no later than Tuesday Oct 4.
Requirements

· Choose one person, event, or device/application from the history of computing.

· Research the contribution made by the person, the importance of the event or device.  

· Include the context for the event, discovery or contribution or events leading up to the discovery or contribution.

· Include the overall impact of this person or event/device.

· You must include a list of references (bibliography) for your research.

· Research must include at least one web reference.

· You will take your research information and make a web page from it.

Your web page must include the following features:

· A title on both the page and the title bar.

· Your name as the author.

· A date (date written or last updated).

· A minimum of three sections – Introduction, Body, References.  The Introduction and References must use a heading tag.  You may have other sections as you see needed for a good design or you may organize your material differently, but you should provide some kind of section headings.  

· The references section must include at least one web reference.  You may include more than one web reference.  All references from your research should be included (some may be text and some may be hyperlinks).

· You may include other web references such as to JMU or to your personal home page.  

· If you use an image from one of the sites, you must make sure that it is permissible to copy that image.  

· If you use an image from one of the sites, be sure that you cite it.  (used by permission of …. or picture from….)  Use the terminology that the webmaster of the site prefers.

· You must include at least one image file on your page.  If you do not have available permissible pictures you can use one of the JMU pictures.

· You must include a background color or picture different than white.

· You must include some text in colors other than black.

· You must include an honor declaration at the bottom of the page.

You may use more than one page if that helps you to organize the data better or it looks nicer, but that is not required.  If so, make sure that you have all pages in the same folder and use relative referencing for the links.  (Relative referencing is described in the book and we will discuss it more this week.)

Hints

You should look for ways to present the information efficiently.  You do not have to have a solid page full of text, but rather lists, tables, with some text.  A “profile” of your person or device with sections organized by type of information will be more usable than a solid page of text.  Use headings to separate sections. Do not feel you must reproduce your paper exactly.  Hit the highlights, use text for more in-depth explanation, but don’t feel that everything on the page must be full sentences as you might have to do in a paper.

Look at a variety of web pages.  The ones where you got your information are good ones to start with.  See what makes for an appealing site and what makes for a site that you would quickly abandon.  Re-research your person, but this time, look for the good sites and the bad.   Don’t limit yourself to your person; do some other research with an eye toward readability and “surfer” appeal.
Grading

Your grade will be based on:

· Completeness (all of the described features are included and your research is complete).

· Correctness – the page works as intended, the picture(s) display and the links work correctly.

· Design – make sure your page is something that you like looking at.

Your grade will be a letter grade of A, B, C, D, or F

· A – Complete, correct and an appealing design

· B – Minor issues in any one or more of the above areas.  

· C – Major issues in any one or more of the above areas (like the links not working or second pages that don’t load)

· D – Overall poor quality effort.

· F – Failure to complete the assignment

Recall that project grades are worth 20% of your overall grade in the course and that this project represents 20% of that 20% or 4% of your overall course grade.

Honor Statement

This work must conform to the JMU honor policy.  Your web page must include a statement at the bottom that your work conforms to the JMU honor policy.  If you have any question about the honor code at JMU, visit the Honor Council web site at www.jmu.edu/honor.  If you have a question about something specific to the assignment, please see me.

You must write this web site on your own.  You may show the site to other students to get their opinion, but you may not receive any help from a student on any of the HTML code.  You should not even show the code to another student. 
