

Lab 4.2:  Using a Database


Lab 

Using a Database: Tables and Queries
Name:   
1. Consider adding or editing information in the spreadsheet above and briefly describe how redundancy might lead to problems or inconveniences.  Try it with your spreadsheet.  Add a new Spielberg movie.  What happens if you misspell his name.  What information is duplicated?  

	


2. Open the Movie table to see the tuples(rows) stored inside.  Double-click the Movie table to open it in what Access calls “Datasheet View,” which appears in a new subwindow.  Before we start clicking around to work with this table, write down some similarities between this view of the information and a spreadsheet?

	


3. Identify the field names in the Movie table.  Write the names of the fields below.

	


4. Examine the tuples for fields with unique values.  Are there any tuples for which the values for the Title field are the same?  Which field’s values are unique across all of the tuples in the Movie table?

	



Based on this, which field do you expect is the primary key for this table?

	


5. Judging from their titles and contents, what does each small window represent?

	


6. Each small window shows a list of fields.  How is the primary key distinguished from the others in these lists? 

	


7. Which fields from which tables are connected by the black line?

	


13a. What is true of all of the ReleaseYear values?

	




13b. In what order, if any, do the tuples seem to be in?


	


8. Examine the fields in the design grid.  What are the two fields in the grid, and which table are they from?

	


9. Which of the fields have criteria specified for them, and what are they?

	


17a. Try to modify query MoviesBefore1980 to sort the results in order by ReleaseYear, starting with the most recent movie.  What change(s) do you have to make to the query?

	


 17b.Try to modify the query to sort by Title, then ReleaseYear.  What change(s) do you have to make to the query?
	


10. Change selection criteria.  Change the criteria for the ReleaseYear field to =1980.  Switch to Datasheet View and which row(s) appear.

	


22. What tuples are in the query results?  
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