Defining the Discipline

Objectives:

􀁛 To help students examine what they already know about the discipline

􀁛 To have students learn more about the discipline.

Time:

􀁛 In class activity: 15-20 minutes

􀁛 Out of class activity 30-60 minutes

􀁛 Discussion: 15 minutes

Outline:

· Brainstorm descriptions of the discipline.

· Distill responses.

· Give assignment.

· Discuss researched descriptions.

Procedures and Activities

Explanation

This activity should be done in weeks one or two of the quarter. Ask the class what they think your discipline is about. Write their responses on the board. Distill these responses into a brief description. (You might have to bite your tongue a bit during this initial part of the exercise.)

Take Home Activity

Ask students to go on the internet using both websites through Google and the library. Ask them to look at different sites that relate to your discipline. Ask them to look at both .com and .org and .edu sites. (You may need to explain how these types of sites differ.)

Ask students to write a 2-3 sentence description of the discipline. When they hand them in, compare them to the description that they came up with at first when you initially asked the question. You might coach them to a description you are comfortable with.

Suggestions for further integration

Ask for an outline of specialties in your discipline.

Ask students to write a reflection on how their perception of the discipline has changed based on the initial definition, their research, and the ensuing class discussion. Have them outline how their view has changed.

Defining the Discipline Worksheet

Look at the different internet sites that relate to the discipline of ____________.

Find and list the title, one of each , of the three types of internet sites below.

?.org _______________________________________________

?.com _______________________________________________

?.edu ________________________________________________

Based upon the classroom group activity and what you find on the websites above, write

a 2-3 sentence description of the discipline of ___________________.
