Creating a Community

Objectives:

􀁛 Make students aware of college/university resources

􀁛 Engage students in activities that require them to connect with peers, UC faculty, services, organizations, activities...

􀀕 Materials:

􀁛 Who’s in My Class? handout

􀁛 Where Can I Find It? handout

􀂝 Time:

􀁛 In class icebreaker: 15 minutes

􀁛 Out of class assignment 60 minutes

Outline:

􀂾 Who’s in My Class? activity

􀂾 Group discussion

􀂾 Divide student into groups

􀂾 Assign Where Can I Find It?

Procedures and Activities

􀀕 Who’s in My Class?

􀂾 Provide each student with a copy of the Who’s in My Class? handout

􀂾 Explain that students are to talk to each other about the various catagories on the

handout

􀂾 Have students fill in a name of someone else in the class who fits each category

􀂾 When all students have completed the exercise, results can be discussed as a

class

*TIPS:

• For a small class—15 or less—instruct the students to whisper in order to create

more personal connections between pairs and small groups.

• To reduce the time of this activity instruct half of the class to complete in the

even questions and the other half to complete the odd questions.
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􀀕 Where Can I Find It?

􀂾 Pair students in groups of 2 or 3. Use the Who’s in My Class? responses

and group students who live near each other.

􀂾 Provide each student with a copy of the Where Can I Find It? handout

􀂾 Explain that students are to utilize college and university services to

accurately respond to each question.

􀂾 In the following class, have students proof each other answers.

*TIP:

Add or modify questions on the Where Can I Find It? handout to better integrate

this activity into your specific course/disipline. (example: Instead of having

students find the Writing Lab have them find the Math Lab)
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Who’s In My Class?
Your goal in this exercise is to find at least one student who fits the categories listed below.

Fill in the name of that student next to each category.

Find a classmate who...

1) has a pet other than a dog or cat. ______________________

2) speaks more than one language. _______________________

3) lives near you. ________________________________

4) was born in a country other than the US. ______________________

5) prefers Coke over Pepsi ______________________

6) has watched a reality TV show in the past two days ______________________

7) plays an instrument ______________________

8) has worked out this morning ______________________

9) has read a really good book lately (list title) ______________________

10) has an unusual tattoo ______________________

11) worked the same summer job as you ____________________________
Where Can I Find It?

Work with your partner(s) to find the correct information to the following questions. Utilize college and university services (web sites, faculty...) .

1) How many ping-pong tables are in the Student Center?

2) Who is the SGA student government president?

3) When are SGA student government elections held?

4) How would you purchase tickets to a JMU football game for your family?

5) Where is the CISAT Library? 

6) Identify three things the First Year Involvement helps students with.

7) Where is the JMU Writing Center located? (building & room number)

8) Visit the Career Development Center. Find a workshop that interests you. Write down the name of the workshop, the time and location.

9) Use the JMU Library to find a scholarly journal within your discipline. Write down the name of this journal.  (For undeclared students, choose Education.)
10) Find a student organization or club that is of interest to you. Write down the name of the organization or club, when and where it meets next.
