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PROGRAMMING STORIES WITH ALICE
EYH 03 - 2013
What is Computer Science?

Computer science is the study of computers and computational systems including their theory, design, development, and application. It’s about solving real world problems with the aid of appropriate technologies.  

What is programming?

A computer program is like a script that tells the computer what to do.  Just like in a play, the actors perform actions and speak their lines based on what the script tells them to do.  Unlike actors in a play, a computer cannot make up its own lines or actions, and must be directed to do everything by its human directors.

Alice is a programming language designed for beginning programmers. In an Alice story, the actors are the objects within a “world”, and the script (or program) tells those actors what to do and the order in which to do them.  Each actor has certain actions (called methods) that it can do.  And each actor has certain traits, like appearance, size, color, etc (called attributes) which can be changed.

Alice is a freely available download for Mac or PC from Alice.org. Developed by Carnegie Melon University as a way to teach beginners programming techniques, it is designed specifically for students in middle, high school, and beginning college.

Introduction to Object Oriented Programming in Alice
· An object is a person, place, or thing that we manipulate.

· Objects have properties (size, shape, color, location)

· Objects have behaviors (move, raise, turn, say)
· We can control the properties and behaviors of our objects.
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