Programming Language Project

Question Set #7 – the last one

Due: December 2, 2004 at start of class

 

Programming Language ___COBOL________

 

1. What was the most difficult thing for you to master in your language? 
The most difficult thing in mastering the language was knowing what was required in terms of the different sections.  COBOL has areas where certain code needs to be placed otherwise the code will not compile.
  

2. What feature of your language did you really like that you hadn't seen before in another language? 
Using English phrases in the code, thus making the code self-explanatory.
 

3. Describe a problem or type of problem that is easy to solve in your language that would be more difficult if not impossible to solve in another language (preferably one that we have looked at). 
Features that were pioneered in COBOL have been incorporated in the imperative and object-oriented languages that followed.  I do not believe that there is a problem solved in COBOL that could not be solved with another language.
4. What is the language in which the problem described above would be difficult to solve? 
The problem is not difficult to solve
 

5. Do you think the entire class should learn this language the next time this course is taught? 
Maybe and Yes
 

6. Give your reason(s) for your answer to the previous question. 

It would be a good experience for CS students to have as many tools as possible before they graduate.  The DoD and other government agencies still program in COBOL; having CS students exposed to the language will expand their horizons even more. 
 

7. What did you learn from learning this language? 
I learned that given enough time, an easy to use and learn compiler a person can become versed in a new language.  
 

8. If you are asked on the final to give a brief description of your language (1 or 2 sentences) what will you say? 
COBOL is a language that with time is it easy to learn the different aspects of the language.  It made formatting business reports easy to do.  COBOL forces the programmer to declare all variables before they can be used.  The different sections/divisions in COBOL made finding things easier, for example you know that all the variables declared for a subprogram or a main program are in the DATA DIVISION.
 

9. Would you like to have the responses to everyone's project questions? 
Yes
 

10. What question should have been part of the project questions that wasn't included? 
All the questions that we answered about Pascal, Ada, and FORTRAN should have also been included in this question set.
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