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The current slide shows a relation called employee.  The attribute names of this                                             relation are 

Lname (short for last name)

Fname (short for first name)

Empno (short for employee number)

Home phone

Office phone

Department

These attribute names form the relational schema of the employee relation.  The attribute name is underlined to indicate that it is the key of the relation.

The domains associated with these attribute names are implicit in our understanding of what legal last or first name are. In the U.S., for example, there are restrictions on the minimal number of characters that can be part of last name.  In general last names consisting of a single letter are not accepted.  Similar case can be made for the phone numbers and department names that may appear in the table.  The reader should realize that these values need somehow to be predefined at different levels.  For instance, at the database level the department number may be stored as a character but the range of values that may appear need to be defined by the user. In this particular case, the user may have decided that all department numbers can be up to 3 characters long.  The domain for the phone numbers is determined by the convention used by telephone companies and the restrictions imposed that no letters be allowed as part of the number.  Similarly, for the department column, the domain will be restricted to what is considered a valid or legal name for a department.

In this particular table                                                                                                                              
