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In the lingo that we will use to talk about databases we will call the mappings that define the relation a n-tuple or tuples.   The term n-tuple refers to the fact that there may be n different attribute names.  In more practical terms, we can translate this by saying that a table and the rows that make it up can have n columns and the values of these rows will come from these n columns.

The number of attributes in a relation schema is called the degree of the relation.  In more practical terms, we will translate this by saying that the number of columns that appear in a table is called the degree of the relation.

We will also call the number of tuples of relation the cardinality of the relation.  In any given table, the cardinality is nothing more than the number of rows present in a table at a particular time.

Finally to denote a relation r we will use the notation r(R) where R is the name of the relational schema.  

