Unit 4 Lecture 1 Slide 2


A relational database management system is a dbms where at a minimum the data is represented as a collection of tables and the user perceives the data also as tables.  The tables are called relations.  At this moment it may be necessary to warn the user that the word relation has a meaning somewhat different than the one we have been using so far.

As we will see during this and the next lectures, the word relation is now used to refer to tables.  But it happens that as we move closer to the implementation, the entities of the E-R model are translated into tables, that as we just mentioned, are also called relations.

