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Attributes are the pieces of information that needs to be known or held about an entity.  Attributes describe an entity and serve to qualify, identify, classify, quantify or express the state of an entity.  


Notice that in the entity course that we considered previously.  In this case, the attribute code that uniquely identifies the course numerically also serves as its primary key.  The attribute name qualifies the course.  The attribute department classifies the course. Finally, attributes fee and duration quantify the course.  


It is important to realize that the majority of these attributes should come directly from the narrative or from attributes that are input to an application.

