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Since the instances of an entity need to be differentiated from one another, it is important to have a unique identifier or a combination of attributes that can be used to tell apart the different instances of the entity.  We call the attributes that satisfy this condition a unique identifier or UID.


Notice that each attribute comprising an UID must be mandatory. If we find that it is possible to get rid of an attribute and still tell the different instance apart, then that attribute should be discarded since it is redundant.  In other words, it is not necessary.  Attributes that are part of a UID must be clearly identified of the other attributes by tagging them with the combination #*.

