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To develop an entity diagram that reflects the domain of discourse that we are trying to capture, it is important to learn how to differentiate attributes from entities. Otherwise we may end up with a design that, when translated into a database, will not allows us to answer all relevant queries.


Since most of the initial information about entities and attributes comes from the narrative generated by interviewing the users, it is important to recognize that attributes may appear as nouns, prepositional phrases, and possessive nouns and pronouns.  However, we must also remember that just because we find a noun in the narrative we cannot conclude that we have identified an entity.  That is why we say that all entities are nouns but not every noun is an entity.


If during the process of identifying entities and attributes, we find that an attribute has, in turn, attributes of its own, then this attribute may be an entity in its own right or have no significance whatsoever.

