Unit 3 Lecture 1 Slide 65


Consider the employee entity and the attributes indicated in the current slide.  In this case to uniquely identify the entity we only need the employee number.  However, there are other attributes that are not necessarily part of the key but that are required to have a value.  In this case, these attributes are the first name, last name, and department.  These attributes are preceded by an *.  The remaining attributes are not required to have a value.  These attributes are called optional and are preceded by the letter o.

