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To facilitate the reading of the diagrams and to check the validity of the attributes, it is necessary to identify which attributes are mandatory and which attributes are optional.  That is, we need to specify the attributes that must have a value in every instance of the entity and the attributes that may not have a value.  Attributes that must have a value are called mandatory and need to be preceded by an asterisk.  Attributes that may not have a value are called optional and are preceded by the letter o.


It is important to remember that the attributes that make up the key are mandatory and always need a value in every instance of the entitiy.

