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When writing attributes always remember to break them into their lowest meaningful components.  That is, separate them into their individual components.  This is particular true of names and addresses.  For example, addresses can be decomposed into number, street and zip. Names can be decomposed into first, middle, and last.


A simple mnemonic rule is the following: "if the attribute is never referred to by its component then it is not necessary to break it down".  This is the reason why we never decompose zip codes, times or social security numbers.

