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It is recommended that the database developers follow the steps indicated below when modeling a system using an E-R diagram.


First determine the existence of a relationship.  Second name each direction of the relationship. It is important to realize that this is one of the most time consuming task since both relationships must make sense.  The reader should read the working paper that accompanies this lecture to learn additional rules on how to accomplish this first two steps.  In the next two steps is necessary to determine the optionality and degree of each relationship.  Finally, validate the relationship. To validate the relationship implies that the developer ensures that all the requirements are met and that the E-R diagram does not show entities that are not relevant to the enterprise. 

