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In addition to the notation indicated before, many-to-many relationships are also denoted as M:N. We read this as a M to N relationship.


This type of relationship occurs very often in E-R diagrams.  Notice that the relationships are usually optional in both directions or in one direction only.  This does not imply that N:M relationships that are mandatory in both directions do not occur very frequently. It only says that they do not occur as frequently as the optional type.

