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The development of a database follows the traditional top-down approach advocated by software engineers practitioners.  The purpose of this approach is to have a systematic methodology to transform a business narrative that contains the business information requirements into an operational database.

The steps of the database development process are:  

Requirement collection and analysis

Conceptual Design or Development of a data model 

The Design of the database  and

The Database build.

These steps are not isolated from one another. Instead they are all part of an iterative process where any of the previous steps can be affected by the findings or constraints imposed by the later steps of the process.  As mentioned before the ultimate objective is to produce an operational database that satisfy the user requirements.

