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In the development of the database, there are occasions where we may mistake an instance for a entity.  Therefore, it is important to have a way to distinguish between them.  A general rule that we can apply to accomplish this is to realize that an entity is a general class or category of things. An instance instead is something specific.  For example, John Caroll is a instance of the entity student.  Accounting is an instance of the entity department.


An additional rule that can be used for distinguishing between entities and instances is to realize that if we cannot uniquely identify an entity, then the thing that we are considering may not be an entity at all. 


In order to distinguish the attributes that make up the UID of an entity these attributes are preceded with a # followed by an *.  If the UID is a composite attribute all its attributes are preceded with the #* sequence.

