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Among the attributes that describe an entity there some that play a vital role in differentiating one instance of the entity from any other instance of the same entity.  The attribute or attributes that uniquely identify an entity are called the unique identifiers of the entity or as they are normally called the UID of the entity.  Notice that in this definition, we only talk about attributes but what we really mean is attributes and their values.  


For the student entity we assume that the student id is the unique identifier.  That is, every student will have his or her own id number.  Since this student id is unique we can tell one instance from another based upon this value.  


For a department entity, the department name or department code can act as the UID of the entity.  The basic assumption is that the no two departments will have the same name or department code.

