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To describe an entity it is necessary to identify its attributes or the specific pieces of information that need to be known about the entity. In other words, an entity is described by its attributes.


Attributes names need to be unique within an entity and are written in lowercase.


For the student entity that we considered before some of the attributes may be first_name, last_name, major, student_id, address and phone_number.  In this example, we have six attributes.  

As we will see later on, it is necessary to keep attributes in their simple terms. What this implies is that the attribute address that we have here needs to be further decomposed, possibly into address, city and zip code.  This will ensure that we can later on retrieve information, for instance, about all students that live in a particular zip code area or city.

