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When drawing an E-R diagram, it is necessary to follow some conventions to avoid cluttering the diagram and to make it easy to understand.


The Oracle Corporation suggests that to draw an E-R diagram, we follow the five basic conventions shown on the current slide.  Although there are other set of conventions for writing E-R diagrams, this set of conventions is among the simplest and easier to use. 


Line the entity boxes and draw the relationship lines straight.  If it is necessary to connect two entities that are not line at the same level draw the relationship lines at angles of 30 and 60 degrees since these lines are easier to follow in the diagram.

