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The ANSI/SPARC architecture is divided in three-levels known as the internal, conceptual and external levels.

The internal level is the closest to the physical storage.  This level is concerned with the way data is physically stored.  The description of this level is known as the internal schema. 

The conceptual schema, as indicated by the author and database practitioner C. J. Date, is concerned with a community user view. In other words, there may be many external views, each consisting of a more or less abstract representation of some portion of the total database, and there will be precisely one conceptual view, consisting of a similarly abstract representation of the database in its entirety.  This is so because most users will only be interested is some portions of the database and not in the total database.  Likewise, there will be precisely one internal view, representing the total database as physically stored.

The represent this conceptual schema it is possible to use a high-level data model or an implementation data model.  In all cases, we would like to describe all objects that have relevance in the database that we are trying to create.  These relevant objects, as we will see later on, are called entities. The conceptual schema also describes the user operations that will be considered on these entities as well as the relationships between them.  The meaning of all these terms will be clarified as we progress throughout the course.

