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The Three-schema architecture is a framework for describing general database concepts.  This framework was designed by the System Planning and Requirement Committee of the Study Group on Database Management of the American National Standard Institute.  It is important to realize that not a single one of the existing DBMSs meets all the requirements of the three-level architecture.  However, since the terms of this architecture are so broad, we can certainly use them to describe any particular architecture.

The overall purpose of this architecture is to separate the physical aspects of  the database implementation from the logical aspects concerning the applications that operate on the database.  In other words, the three-level architecture provides logical data independence from physical data independence.

