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The data stored in the database, at some particular point in time is called an instance or snapshot of the database.  

It is important to realize that to due to the dynamic nature of the databases, the data stored in the database will change over time. This is due primarily to updates made to the data already there or to the deletions or additions made to the database. 

It is also important to realize that even when there are many different instances throughout the life of the database, the schema remains the same.

