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Depending on the concepts used to describe the databases, data models can be classified in three categories:  High-level, Low-level and Implementation models.

High level models provide concepts that are close the many ways that users perceive data.  High-level models are intended to represent the data as it really is rather than as the users are forced to see it due to the limitations or hardware that they may use.

Low-level provide concepts that describe the details of how data is stored in he computer.  Concepts provided by low level data models are generally meant for computer specialists, not for the end or casual user.

Implementation models provide concepts that may be understood by end users but that are not too far removed from the way data is organized within the computer.

