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We previously indicated, users interface with the database through the mechanisms offered by the DBMS.  There are many types of interfaces; the most popular ones used by end-users are the menu-based, graphical, form based, natural languages, parametric.  There is an additional interface used exclusively by the DBA.


Menu-based interfaces are among the easiest since they allow the users to choose from a list of options or menus.  Users can also look for specific object through a browser.


A graphical interface allow the users to specify queries by pressing keys or by pointing to different parts of the screen.


It is important to realize that an end-user need not be concerned with the details of the database per se.  However, graphical interfaces need additional intelligence to prevent the users to choose invalid actions or options.  These capabilities are provided by procedures that respond to event initiated by the users.

