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One of the most useful applications of a precompiler is its ability to extend a language for the purpose of enforcing company or government standards.  This is possible due to the text replacement capabilities of the language.


As far as the basic functions of the compiler, they are limited to the lexical analysis and limited parsing.  In essence, the precompiler looks for the #directives and replaces them as appropriate. In order to determine where to replace them, it needs to identify the different elements of the language.  This is the function of the lexical analysis.  They also perform basic parsing on the structure of some of the directives.  That is, it checks for the syntactical correctness of the directive.  For instance, an #include statement that is not followed by an angled brackets or a double quote.

