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As indicated before, a data model is used to describe the basic structures of a database.  A data model allows the user to perceive the data independently of its implementation.  In this sense the data model is an abstract representation of the structure of the database.  The term structure refers to the data types, relationships and constraints that should hold on the data.

Finally, the data model provides the framework for the operations that allow us to manipulate the data.  Some of these operations are provided by the model; others are defined by the user to perform specific functions ( calculate the taxes for a particular department) or to detect anomalies that can appear in the data (a negative salary).

