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DMLs are also classified as procedural and declarative languages.  In a declarative language we specify to the DBMS the information that we want; we do not specify how to obtain it. In a declarative language, we specify to the DBMS by means of an algorithm how to obtain the information that we want.  Any DML based on the SQL language is declarative.  That is we can specify to the DBMS a query like " SELECT first_name, last_name, supervisor and salary of all employees that work in the accounting department that make more than $50,000 a year.  Notice that in this type of question we only tell the system what we want, not how to get it.  


DMLs can also be classified by their resemblance to the English language.  If we can make questions to the DBMSs using English-like statements we can say that the language is a query language.  

