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The schemas and the different mappings between them are specified using several languages.  These languages can be classified depending on the architectural levels on which they are used.  Although most of the users will be never use most of these languages, it is necessary to know what they are used for to gain a better understanding of the general capabilities of a particular system.

If there are no separations between the different architectural levels, a Data Definition Language or DDL for short can be used by the DBA and some of the application programmers to define the external and internal schemas and the mappings between them.  What this implies is that the DDL should be such that it supports the definition or declaration of database objects. 


DDL statements are processed by a DDL compiler.  What a compiler is and does will be covered briefly at the end of this unit. 

