Unit 1 slide 6

In addition to the functions of the previous slides, a DBMS should allow users to:

Manipulate the database.  

This implies the ability to query the database.  This term refers to the questions that we pose to the database.  Users should be able to query a database using different mechanisms such a wizard or a query manager. In additon, users should be able to request that information on different formats. As we explained earlier, there are times that is more meaningful to obtain information in a graph mode, for instance, a bar chart than a table form.  A DBMS should allow the users to do this.

Users should also be able to Maintain the database.  This implies that we may be able, among other things, to modify the data structures that were already created.  Maybe, we need to add an additional field to a table or impose addional constraints on the data.  For example, every employee need to be associated with a single department.

