Unit 1. Slide 9

The complete software package that provides the interface between the physical database and the user is called a database management system.  It is an error to call the data per se a database.  When we use this term, we are assuming not only that we are dealing with a computerized database but also with a series of utilities that allow us to retrieve the information in demand.  It is through the database management system that we make our requests to the database.  In this sense, we do not have to be concerned with the inner workings of the system or the physical layout of the data. The DBMS isolates us from any physical considerations.

