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In a database, the hardware components that we are more interested in are the secondary storage units (hard disks, tapes, diskettes, etc) since a database is generally stored in this type of media.  As in any other computer application or program, data needs to be brought to main memory before it gets processed.  One of the major bottlenecks in any database is bringing data into main memory.  For this reason, the characteristics of the storage media are important.

