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As in any other discipline, it is necessary to learn the terminology of the field in which we want to work. In computerized databases, the notion of a database management system is essential.  Although not generally defined this way a database or management system or dbms for short is a collection of four main components: software, hardware, firmware and users.  We will use the terms software, hardware and users with their usual meanings.  However, the term firmware may not be familiar to you.  By firmware, will be referring to hardware components that one time were performed by software.  The classical examples is that of dividing a program in pages.  Typically a page is 512 bytes.  At one time, this function was done using specialized software. However, that function is now performed by hardware in a way that is more efficient.

Notice that the definition that we are providing here extends the notion of a dbms limited to the sofware that runs on the computer.

