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DBMSs can also be classified on the number of sites over which the database is distributed.  According to this criterion, there are two types of DBMSs: centralized and distributed.  

A centralized DBMS is located along with its data in a single computer. A single or multiple users can access the DBMS.

In a distributed DBMS, there are several computers that communicate with each other through a network.  Each of these computers can have its copy of the data.  If the DBMS at every site is the same we say that the distributed system is homogeneous.  If the DBMS are different, the distributed system is called heterogeneous.  

This definition of a distributed system is somewhat simplified.  A more strict definition of a distributed DBMS requires that there exist a “global” application in the system.  That is, it may be feasible for any of the computers in the network to request the execution of a program that resides in another computer in the network.  The result or results of the execution of the program may be passed back to the program that originated the request.

