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DBMSs can be classified on several different criteria.  As we indicated before, DBMSs are based on a logical model.  The different models can serve then as one of the basic criterion for differentiating between databases.  The main data models are the Network, the Hierarchical and the Relational.  The Network model and the hierarchical, although still in use, can generally be found in legacy system.  In this particular course we will concentrate in the relational system  In a previous slide we mentioned that in this model users picture their data in the form of tables..

Another criterion for classifying a database is based upon the number of users that can log on simultaneously to the database at any particular time.   For instance, for this course the main database is Personal Oracle.  This database is a single user.  What this means is that the database may have several authorized users but only one can be logged on to the database at any one time. A multi-user database allows more than one user to be logged on to the database at any one time.  

Notice that the main difference between a single user and a multi-user database is based upon the number of users that can be logged on to the database at any one time and not the number of authorized users.  

