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As mentioned before, the DBMS system is considered a single package.  This package is made up of many components such as utilities, application development tools, design aids and report writers.


Utilities are software components that allow us to perform tasks that are repetitive in nature.  One of the most common utilities, sometimes called a loader, allows us to import data into a particular DBMS.  These utilities are tailored to work with a specific database and, in general, cannot be used with any other database.


Application development tools can in general be used with independently of any database. However, there are some that are tailored to work with a specific database.  For instance, tools to create the entity relationship that will be considered later on in the program can be used independently of the database.  In some other case, the same tool can be used to verify that a particular design matches the different data structures used in the implementation of a database.


Report writers, like the crystal report package used with Visual Basic, allow us to derive written reports from database that may have been developed in a particular DBMS like Access or using the ADOS (Access Data Objects) provide with Visual Basic.

