Explanation of Grading Process

CS-350 (Computer Organization), Spring 2001

(1) From all the quizzes, I took the sum of the highest three grades for each student (that is, the lowest two quiz grades were dropped, as stated in the syllabus).  This is shown in Column H in the Excel spreadsheet.

(2) Similarly, for the individual homeworks I dropped the lowest two grades and computed the sum of the highest six grades.  This sum is shown in Column T.

(3) The overall numeric score is tabulated (see course syllabus) as one-third of column H (10 pts maximum) plus one-sixth of the of column Q (10 pts maximum), plus one-fifth of the mid-term exam grade from column V (20 pts maximum), plus 2.5 times the Term Project score from column W (25 points maximum), plus 0.3 times the Final Exam grade from column X (30 pts maximum).  This gives a total numeric score, which appears in column Y (100 pts maximum).  I am sorry if this is beginning to seem like an IRS document.

(4) I copied out the numeric scores into a single column of a separate spreadsheet, and sorted them in descending order.  Based upon study of the results, I selected the cut-off points for letter grades as follows:

	Cutoff
Point
	
Grade

	84
	A

	77
	A-

	73.8
	B+

	70.7
	B

	67
	B-

	63.8
	C+

	59.2
	C

	54.3
	C-

	Below 54
	D


(5) After deciding the cutoff points, I then added in extra points for participation in class discussion where warranted (see page 5 of syllabus), plus any credits earned from extra-credit papers.  In several cases, this resulted in a higher grade for the student.

(6) Overall distribution of grades for students who completed the course is:  

	Grade
	Number

	A
	2

	A-
	1

	B+
	6

	B
	2

	B-
	3

	C+
	3

	C
	7

	C-
	2

	D
	1


(7) If you would like any further explanation of your grade beyond what is in this document and in the spreadsheet, I will be glad to provide it.  Or if you would like to dispute your grade, I will be glad to listen to your plea.  However, I do require in either case that you make an appointment to come in and see me in my office.  I will be on the campus through much of the summer, or if it is inconvenient for you to come here during the summer, then it will have to wait until the early part of the Fall semester.

(8) Y’all have a good summer.

Charles Abzug

